Minutes of the meeting of the Working Group of Mongolian Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative /2026-05-08/

The 66 meeting of the working group is organized on 08th May 2026 at 10:00 in the meeting room of Ministry of Industry and Mineral Resources.
In the meeting participated 
Mr.B.Dashpurev, State Secretary of MIMR
Mr.P.Byambasuren, Commissioner of the Independent Authority Against Corruption (IAAC),
Mrs.Ch.Suvdaa, Inspector of the Mongolian Tax Administration (MTA),
Mr.S.Battulga, Senior specialist of Mongolian Resources and Petrolium Authorithy (MRPAM),
Mrs.P.Oyunbileg, Acting director of Mongolian National Mining Association,
Mrs.Renchinpagma, Senior Manager of Oyutolgoi LLC,
Mrs.Ts. Bolormaa, senior accountant of PetroChina Dachin Tamsag LLC,
Mrs.N.Bayarsaikhan, Head of Step without limits NGO
Mrs.G.Urantsooj, Human rights development NGO,
Mrs.S.Tserenpurev, Head of the New Administration Initiative NGO,
Mrs.Ya.Tserenkhand, Head of Angir Nuden Munduukhei NGO,
Mr.G.Turmunkh, Head of Khovdiin toli NGO,
Mr.M.Chinzorig, G.Oyuntuya members of Mongolian Environmental Citizen Council,
Sh. Tsolmon, coordinator of the secretariat Mongolian EITI and secretary of the working group.

The meeting was opened by B. Dashpurev, State Secretary of the Ministry of Industry and Mineral Resources, Secretary of the EITI National Council, and Head of the Working Group, who delivered the opening remarks.

B. Dashpurev: "Good day to everyone. Mongolia has been sustainably implementing the EITI for many years. However, certain issues still remain. For instance, companies are not actively participating, and there is a persistent lack of responsiveness.

It was also observed that the organization responsible for compiling last year's report did not perform well. There was a clear shortcoming in following up with organizations that failed to respond. In today's meeting, we will discuss the preparation plan for the upcoming Validation in October. Our goal is to raise our score to 80 points, building upon the 70 points our country received during the 2022 Validation. With that, let us begin the meeting." He then proceeded to chair the meeting.

Sh. Tsolmon, Coordinator of the EITI Secretariat, presented the draft action plan to follow up on the recommendations from the 2022 Validation. (The presentation is attached.)
The presentation was followed by a Q&A and discussion session.

G. Urantsooj: Alright, thank you. It is advisable to conduct a study on which non-governmental organizations are operating in local areas, especially in soums. It is necessary to organize training to improve their capacity.

S. Battulga: Information on the gender numbers of people working in the mining sector can be obtained from the Mining Operations Report. If necessary, you can contact us.
Reports on agreements established in accordance with Article 42 of the Law on Minerals have been issued at our office. 1,264 reports were received from 305 business entities, and this can be uploaded to the 'Contract Transparency' website.
Ch. Suvdaa: There is a need to input company registration numbers into the cadastral system. If we do that, the searching operation will become much easier.
S. Battulga: That should be possible, let's look into it.
N. Bayarsaikhan: It is right to categorize and bundle the 33 recommendations to develop a plan. Many tasks have not been done and remain unimplemented. I think this is due to a lack of ministry leadership, policy support, and financial resources. The constant changes in management are negatively affecting the work. Therefore, it is advisable to take planning and measures capable of making significant, breakthrough progress. Generally, what kind of plans do our ministries and agencies have? We need to ensure inter-sectoral coordination by effectively involving representatives from the Mineral Resources Authority, the General Authority for State Registration, and the Ministry of Environment and Tourism.
B. Dashpurev: There is a need to clarify certain things. I have reviewed the draft plan. The timelines for the tasks to be carried out need to be tightened and made specific. The fact that the deadlines are scheduled too far out needs to be corrected. Some information, for instance, the information on 25 and 18, is already available at government organizations, so there is no issue in obtaining them. System updates are being carried out between the Geological Survey and the MRPAM (Mineral Resources and Petroleum Authority of Mongolia), which will likely be completed next week. There is a need to cooperate with local authorities, and there is a plan to increase the budget as much as possible. You can be assured that the Ministry of Industry and Mineral Resources fully supports the initiative. Also, because the Prime Minister strongly supports the draft law, I hope that the law will move forward.
S. Tserenpurev: The Ministry of Finance has previously organized training on the issue mentioned in 25.31. Information on this area can be obtained from there.
G. Oyuntuya: The Secretariat is performing reasonably well. Due to a lack of funding, many tasks, such as regional training, are not being carried out. I support the plan to establish a sub-working group. I will provide the names of the people to join it. Also, we need to utilize opportunities by participating in public events such as 'Mining Week'. I think it is more appropriate to be able to obtain the information available at business entities. It is right for large companies to publish their reports on their own websites. Regarding the tasks reflected in this draft plan, it would be more effective for communications to be sent from Ministry to Ministry rather than from the Secretariat.

Ya. Tserenkhand: I suggest including the issue mentioned in 25.6 in the draft law. Regarding the matter discussed in 25.14, since information on licenses issued in legally prohibited areas is not visible, let’s include this information. Court disputes have always been ongoing in this area, and this needs to be stopped. We need to insert a provision on how to reflect the issue of corruption. It is advisable to send official letters to the relevant parties regarding improving the attendance of the Working Group meetings."
G. Tormonkh: Following the recommendation to include expenses in the plan, I think that when including expenses, the source of funding must be specified. In general, I believe it is possible for the expense source to come from the state budget. I think leaving the item specified in 25.2 open-ended is inappropriate. Work must be done according to this provision. This needs to be paid attention to on all sides. I think we should stop saying that the provision specified in 25.5 will be regulated by law, and instead, we need to have it done immediately.
We need to take decisive steps by incorporating CSOs' suggestions, creating a list of information to be made transparent to citizens, determining what specific steps to take regarding corruption issues, and hosting information on contracts, transportation, and subcontractors on a single platform.
Ch. Suvdaa: From our side, it is fully possible to cooperate. Registration for export contracts has been established. Also, certain information from the Mining Commodities Exchange is being obtained. Registration for transportation contracts is being taken as well. Therefore, information can be obtained in these areas.
Ts. Bolormaa: Reports are made every year. We need to do reconsolidation reports by ourselves. Especially since two ministries are participating here. Information is transparent to those who are close to the information, but it is not transparent to the citizens. As for our company, it is very difficult to operate. This is mostly scaring off investors. Even though the Government has concluded contracts, it is not doing the work of making citizens understand them. A lot of various inspections are coming. The fact that it is truly difficult to work due to citizens' criticism needs to be stopped.
N. Bayarsaikhan: We are discussing the preparation plan for the upcoming Validation in October. First of all, in order to prepare and understand our issues, we need to conduct a self-assessment. We have experience conducting self-assessments twice before. For this purpose, I suggest establishing a sub-working group. We need to provide our National Council (NC) and Working Group (WG) members with knowledge regarding the 2023 Standard. We also need to build an understanding of these 33 recommendations. In particular, only when we ourselves understand the content of the new 2023 standard requirements can we properly provide our assessment.
We will be the main participants in the Validation assessment; therefore, we need to be knowledgeable. The methodology and measures for making people understand and implement the EITI, its requirements, and principles, as well as corruption issues and information transparency, need to vary across the aimag, soum, and national levels. Our organization is implementing a grant project, funded by Transparency International Australia, to support advancing the implementation of the new 2023 Standard.
Within this framework, when we conducted a survey among the National Council, the Multi-Stakeholder Working Group (MSWG), local officials, and the public, it is concerning that knowledge and understanding regarding the new 2023 standard requirements are very poor. Therefore, under the content of Requirement 7.1, the multi-stakeholder discussion 'EITI - Starts from the Locals' was first held in Ovorkhangai aimag in 2008; since then, the PWYP Coalition has organized it in many aimags and soums, accumulating lessons learned and experience.
Based on this experience and within the framework of the aforementioned grant, we are developing the guidelines for 'Local Dialogue: Community Discussion' where stakeholders can gather in one room and speak face-to-face at the local level regarding the specific requirements of the new 2023 Standard that are most relevant to mining-affected soums and can contribute to reducing conflicts among parties. These requirements include: transparency of cooperation agreements (2.4), transparency of revenues directly concentrated in local areas ( ), transparency of the budget redistributed from the centralized budget to local areas and its spending ( ), and transparency of expenses for mitigating environmental and social impacts. We request all sides, including the Tax Authority and the IAAC (Independent Authority Against Corruption), to provide their feedback on these guidelines to finalize them, and we ask our MIMR (Ministry of Industry and Mineral Resources) to support these guidelines. Furthermore, there is a need to present the implementation status of the recommendations given over the course of implementing the EITI for more than 20 years to the State Great Khural (Parliament) this May and June. Please include these tasks in the Plan.
M. Chinzorig: I support the presented plan. The main things are passing our law, being open to citizens, taking decisive measures to make beneficial ownership transparent, and working actively in the direction of delivering promotions regarding international outreach.
B. Dashpurev: We need to work on delivering international outreach. Let's add more work regarding this and reflect it in our plan. Let's calculate and include the necessary expenses. Let's include the responsible parties and implementation timelines very specifically and in detail. Let's send letters related to the Glass Account (Shilen Dans) information and also send official letters regarding attending meetings. According to the plan, we need to establish and operate the sub-working group immediately. Let's also take measures to send official letters to companies with the purpose of introducing internal anti-corruption rules into corporate culture. We need to work on what we can achieve without waiting for the law. We need to establish our sub-working group and submit names to the Secretariat by May 13th.
The decisions of the meeting were presented, and the meeting concluded upon the approval of the members.
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